June 2006
Dear Friend:

This past February, when a woman with end-stage chronic obstructive pulmonary disorder lay dying in a New York hospital, a Good Dog entered the room and transformed the last hours of her life.  
Placing her paws on the bed, the dog accepted the woman’s petting, ate some treats, and did a few tricks.  Despite being in respiratory distress, the woman smiled and became animated, the joy apparent on her face.  She died a few hours later.

The attending nurse told us how important this small, loving act was to this dying woman.  We understood.  Because every day, Good Dog volunteers bring small acts of unconditional canine love to hundreds of people who are in physical, emotional, and psychological distress.
The Good Dog Foundation made more than 77,000 visits to people in hospitals, nursing homes, rehabilitation facilities, outpatient clinics, social service agencies, community organizations, and schools in New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut last year.  We now have more than 325 volunteer-Good Dog teams who provide quality therapy dog services at nearly 75 facilities.  Recently, we expanded to serve Litchfield County, Connecticut, and we will soon open a visitation program in the Berkshires in Massachusetts.
Running a high-quality training program for therapy dogs and offering responsive coordination for our visitation sites costs money.  For instance:

· $350 covers the cost of a ten-week training for a Good Dog and volunteer
· $500 enables us to make visits to nearly 60 people in nursing homes

· $1,500 allows us to print our fall newsletter

· $2,500 underwrites the cost of the children’s reading program at P.S. 75 for three months
As a nonprofit organization, The Good Dog Foundation offers therapy dog visits entirely free of charge.  We therefore rely on the generosity of individuals, corporations, and foundations for support.  I hope you will consider making a generous gift so we can continue, every day of the year, bringing comfort to the dying, hope to the ill and injured, help to children who are having trouble learning to read, consolation to victims of disasters—and to so many more people—all through the healing power of a dog.
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Sincerely,
Rachel McPherson

Founder and Executive Director

