“I knew it was just a matter of time before my wife died, but I couldn’t say that to her.”  -- Luis H., Member, Gilda’s Club Westchester


June 27, 2005
Name

Address 1

Address 2

City, State, ZIP

Dear Name:

Gilda’s Club members say that their support groups are one of the most important tools in learning to live with cancer, enabling them to share their deepest hopes, fears, and thoughts with others who truly understand their experience.  When you give to Gilda’s Club Worldwide, you’re making this powerful source of support available to thousands of people who are living with cancer.
Support groups at Gilda’s Club are offered entirely free of charge.  They last a generous two hours, and unlike groups at hospitals, clinics, and therapists’ offices, they are offered every week, 52 weeks a year, for as many months and years as members need to participate.  This ready and reliable source of support ensures that Gilda’s Club members can create a vibrant, continuous community that helps them live with the daily challenges that cancer presents.

Gilda’s Club members, whether they be people with cancer, people whose loved ones have cancer, or people who have lost someone to cancer, understand the value that our support groups provide.  The story of Gwendolyn, a cancer survivor and member of Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit, is typical:
“I found people [in my wellness group] who were going through the same things as I was.  Some of us had children, and we were fearful:  What if something happened to me?  Who would take care of my child?  And as we got more connected, it became like a family for us.  We looked forward to going every week.”
At Gilda’s Club, members are the experts in their cancer experience, and the mental health professionals who facilitate our support groups must learn to take a different role than they would in other clinical settings.  Gilda’s Club Worldwide provides these professionals with intensive training in this model along with follow-up support and ongoing education for continued improvement.  It takes the experienced leadership of staff at Gilda’s Club Worldwide to ensure that the 20 Gilda’s Clubhouses in the United States and Canada offer the highest quality program of social and emotional support.
We are asking our donors—who are our sole source of funding—to make a special gift to help us continue this work that means so much to people who are living with cancer.
Please give generously.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

